Bl

HISTORY OF THE USS SEMINOLE

The USS SEMINOLE, built by the North Carolina Shipbuilding
Company, was launched on 28 December 1944 at Wilmington, N.C.
designed for the Maritime Commission as a standard. C-2 cargo
ship. SEMINOLE was converted by the Navy into. an attack cargo
ship (AKA). On 8 March 1945 the USS SEMINOLE hoisted her com-
missioning pennant at Charleston, S.C. .

After shakedown training at Norfolk, the SEMINOLE passed
through the Panama Canal and reported to Commander Amphibious
Force, Pacific Fleet, in time to spend. the last two months of
World War II carrying troops and equipment among. island bhases
in the Western Pacific. Following V-J.Day, SEMINOLE made
several trips to the Philippines and the first of many sailings
to Korea. 1In late 1945 and early 1946 she operated with the
Marines at Tsingtao, China, and then returned to her new home-
port - San Diego, California.

In the summer of 1947, the ship made the. first. of five re-
plenishment trips to the Artic Circle port of Point Barrow,
Alaska, and in January, 1949 hauled a load of military vehicles
to the Government of the Republic of China in Taiwan.

SEMINOLE made a second run to Point Barrow that summer. and
then took part in Operation "MIKI", the largest. amphibious.
exercise held since the war. After a third trip. to Point Barrow,
SEMINOLE in September 1950 sped to Korea to. participate in the
Inchon Invasion and during the next seven months. transported
military cargo, refugees, and prisoners of war between Japan
and the embattled peninsula.

After a fourth and fifth Point Barrow run, the ship. returned
to post-armistic Korea to make six POW lifts in Operation "BIG
SWITCH" during which she carried a total of 9800 prisoners.

Early in 1956 SEMINOLE was the setting of the. Philippines
documentary f£ilm, "Exodus", portraying the first flight from
Viet Nam, and not too long afterwards, the ship "starred" in the
Navy Log Television production "The Way of the Wrangell".
Operations "BEACON HILL" and "TWIN PEAKS" preceded a. 1959 journey
to the Pribilof Igslands to re-supply the islands and to return
with a cargo of seal skins valued at more than seven million
dollars.

Pacific Coast overhaul and exercises followed until SEMINOLE
made its seventh and then eighth WESTPAC cruise in 1962. The
ship sailed to Saigon, South Vietnam with Vietnamese art treasures
which had been on display in the United States. In appreciation




the Vietnamese Secretary of State for National Education.pre-
sented the ship with a beautiful Vietnamese painting.

Shortly after the Saigon visit, Commanding Officer; SEMINOLE
commanded a task group that took the 3rd Marine Expeditionary
Brigade out of Bangkok, Thailand.

Back in the States until late 1963, SEMINOLE .left on a seven
month cruise taking her to Hawaii, Yokosuka, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
an to the Philippines for Operation "BACK PACK" and "LIGTAS".

Early in 1965 SEMINOLE made a three month trip to Okinawa
and Japan. During the summer the ship underwent a.variety of
amphibious exercises in the San Diego area in preparation for.
her tenth WESTPAC cruise beginning in August. In. addition to
visiting Okinawa, the Philippines, Hong Kong,. Taiwan, and. Japan,
SEMINOLE operated extensively in support of U.S. Forces in .
Vietnam. In November the Ship participated in Operation "BLUE
MARLIN", the first joint American-Vietnamese amphibious assault.
After visiting Sasebo, Japan and another trip to Vietnam,
SEMINOLE traveled to Yokosuka, Japan, Pearl Harbor, arriving
in San Diego on 22 April 1966. )

On 5 July 1966 SEMINOLE entered Bethlehem Steel Shipyard,
San Pedro, California for a four and one-half month overhaul.
In the yards improvements were made to the Ship's hull, commun-
ications equipment, and ship's store, barher shop, and fountain
were all enlarged and modernized. In July 1266 SEMINOLE became
a member of the newly formed Amphibious Squadron. NINE.

On 1 February 1967 SEMINOLE sailed for the Western. Pacific
once again. She steamed to Vietnam, making stops. in Vang=Tau
and Da Nang to offload cargo. Arriving at Yang-Po-Ri, Korea in
March, SEMINOLE trained Korean Navy and Marine Corps personnel
in amphibious warfare.

After trips to Sasebo, Japan and Subic Bay, Republic of the
Philippines, the ship steamed toward the Republic of Vietnam.

During May, June, and July SEMINOLE was assigned to Amphibious
Ready Group ALFA. During her tour of duty with the Ready Broup,
she took part in four combat amphibious operations, all in the
vicinity of the Demiliterized Zone in the I Corps area of South
Vietnam. These operations were named BEAU CHARGER, BEAR BITE,
BEAR CLAW, and BEACON GUIDE. During these operations SEMINOLE's
assault boats made dozens of transits of the Thach Han River,
which winds seven and one half miles through the. Vietnamese
countryside to the U.S. Marine Corps Base at Dong Ha, delivering




tons of cargo under arduous conditions without damage, loss, or
mishap.

After departing the Ready Group and the combat zone in late
July, the ship visited Hong Kong and Sasebo for rest, recreation,
and upkeep. SEMINOLE returned to San Diego on 16 September 1967.

In November and December 1967 SEMINOLE .participated in
Exercise "BLUE LOTUS", the largest First Fleet exercise in three
years. This Navy-Marine Corps exercise provided training in anti-
submarine, anti-air, and amphibious warfare.

After & brief week in Hawaii during January, 1968, SEMINOLE
returned to San Diego for upkeep in February and March. During
the latter part of April, the SEMINOLE participated in "BEAGLE
LEASH", a highly successful Fleet Exercise involving closely knit
coordination between marine and navy forces in a staged air,
land, and sea assault.

On 1 August 1968 SEMINOLE departed San Diego on her. twelfth
WESTPAC cruise after completing underway amphibious training
during the months of May and June. With a brief stopover. in Pearl
Harbor, she arrived in Okinawa late in August. . Early in. September
she visited Da Nang, RVN, then after a one.day .stop in Chin Hae,
Korea, spent five days in Yang-Po-Ri, Korea for the purpose of
amphibious training of the republic of Korea Navy and Marine
Corps personnel. 20-29 September SEMINOLE was in Sasebo, Japan
for upkeep. .

During the month of October, the USS SEMINOLE wvisited. Keelung .
and Kao-hsiung, Taiwan and then returned to .Taiwan again with
other ships comprising Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO (CTG 76.5).
Departing Taiwan late in October, Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO
arrived in Vietnamese waters off the coast of Da Nang on the
30th of October.

During early November, SEMINOLE operated off the coast of
Vietnam and on the 10th and 1lth participated in Operation
"DARING ENDEAVOR" - a successful combined helo-amphibious landing
craft search and guestion operation. In mid-November the USS
SEMINOLE visted Singapore afterwards crossing the Egquator and
then returned 26 November for operations off the Vietnamese
coast during early December. With the other members of the
Ready Group BRAVO, she traveled to Hong Kong for rest and
relaxation from B-1l Dcember. Christmas 1968 was spent in Subic
Bay, Philippines. Underway on the 27th with the Ready Group,
we arrived in our operating areas on the 29th of Dcember. The
SEMINOLE changed its designation from AKA to LKA as of 1 January
1969. SEMINOLE, while in the Ready Group in January 1969,
participated in Operation "BOLD MARINER", the largest amphibious




operation since the Korean war involving both Ready Groups beginning
on 12 January.

Operation 1'Bold Mariner" concluded for SEMINOLE on 6 February when
she offloaded Marine cargo in Da Nang and then proceeded on to Yokosuka,
Japan for an upkeep period before returning to San Diego on 17 March

1969.

During the past three months SEMINCLE has been maintaining local
operational commitments. In early July of this year, SEMINOIE visited
Olympia, Washington for the "Capitol Lafefalir Festival" being held there.




HISTORY «F 1" 788 S% UVIE (AXA-104)

On 8 Harch 1945 the USS SE 11 IE hoisted hor commission pennant =%
Cherleston, South Carolira, Desisned gs a standard C-2 cer-o s"ip for
the lMeritine Gomrission, she was built by the Forth Carelina Shipbumilding
Corpeny ot Wilnirpgt-n, Horth Carolina, Lamnched on 31 Decenber 1944, and
delivered to the lavy in February 1945, for conversion to an AKA {(Atteck Cargo
Ship) at the Charleston Navel Shipyard,

After shakedown trairing at Norfoll, the S& ¥ oIT transited the
anang Canal in June 1945 ond reported to CIFNIBPAC for duty. During
the lost two months of the war she transporited troops and equipment
betweer various islend bhases in the Western Pacific, including Eniwetnk,
Glitni, Okirawa, Pelelieu, Tinan and Gmen,

Following VeJ DAY the SE TIDIE nede soveral trips to the Philipping
Islonds, visting Ivzon, leyte cnd Snor. In leote Septe ber she :ade
her first of neny trips of Horea, ecellin~ ~t Inchon, Then daring December
1945 ond Jameary 1946 she operated with the Merines ot Vsivgtoo, Chira,
veturning to the ¥nited Stotes and her new hone port of Son Diero ix
Mereh 1946.

During the next threc yecrs the SR MTE spent considerable tine
condveting anmphibicus troining excreiges and troop redepleoraents en the
vest cozgst., In the surmner of 1947 she nede her first of five trips to
Point Berrow, Alaska, for the anmual resupply of thoat base.

In Jopwery 1949 the ST'LITE made her first trans-Pacific trip sineco
he end of World Wer XTI, trepsporting a cevro of nil-tary veldele 4o the
Chihese l&ticiielisbs-on Forrdst,. Those who rnde the trip revorted 4ot
heavy sees woere encmintefed d ring the entire 21 doy trip ~nd the shir losh
one boat, & boun, scoe deek rooer, ond sestrined pertinl fiooding of the
shaft ~llaev.

Durings the svrrer of 1949 the SE 10T made her secord rn %o Point
Berrow, On this trir she won thoe Poirt Barrcow scfthell trorhy for the
first tire. In the f2ll she wrocended o the Tewaiion Arce opd parhicipated
in Opcretion MPILIY) the lor-est ar-phibions trainir: cxercise held since
World Wrr II,

The catirerk of hogtilities in Korea in June 1650 found the Senirole
lo~dir~ for “er third tror to Poirt Barrew. After eo pleting the trip,
she resuprliod at B-enortor ard proceedsd dircetly to the Far Test, srrive
ipg just in tie to perticiprte in the Incher Invesion of Septe: her 1250.
Durire the nett seven norths she corried nilitary crrro hetweer Jopan ond
Korez, zisisted in the evocretirn at Ihngnern snd ferried FOW's to XKOJE-DO.
She ret 'rned to the United Strtes in April 1951,

The SEIT OLE nnde hor fourth -pd £266) Poirt Darrow vesvpply runs
daring the s rwmers of 1951 :nd 1952, Then lovonbeor 1952, tho ship
dep:rtel Sen Dicro for hoe lorgest tove of dviy dn UEUIPAG, Auring wiich




tine she engs zed in sereral troop rede lov enls ond visted & mumber of

Jem nnso ports. After the sirning of the Korenn Arnistice in Jnly 1953 the
SEiTI LE node six POV 1ifts in Operati n BIG SHITCH between XKoje~Do and
Inca,on. She earrisd ¢ 00 wrisoners, the lerrest mnbor carried by any ship
diriig this operotion, I‘ollowlng this the S IFDIER returned to San Dicgo
after an eleven nopth crvise in the Far Fest.

In Septenber 1954, the SEMIMYE sailed with o77FI0 3 for her third
WASTY..C teur, Dorirg the cr-ise the ship visited Hony Hong, Sasebn,
Tokosuks and }urnsnrw In Jamary 1955 she ~rocended to Kobe for the
'"efc,p1 oyaent of the I‘mwrth Marine Bepdnentol Lending Teen to the Howeilan
Area, This 1ift was corpleted in late Febrrary cfter which the ship returned
%o Yokosuka, On 5 Mareh the SE II"7TE seiled for Horea 4o load pm sennel and
carzo of the First Marine Air Wing for redepd/yment to the Heweiien aroc,
:.'cturn:.n.g., to Sen Diego in April 1955,

On 29 fupgnst 1555 the SE! I’f‘IJ" again gailed with Phibron 3 for her
fourth VESTI.C to p vist: 1 re meperous ports. ‘hile in Saivon durips the
firgt doys of 1956, the S"" VIR was the setting for the Philippine - ade
doe nentery £il: "xodus! portrayin the "Passaso to Froedon" rofugec 1ift,
Fftcr participating in e landing emercise et Iwo Jina, the ship returned
bricfly to Japan rnd then sciled for the T'nited Stetes orwivins in San Diego
on 3 iferch 1956

Lfter & norr 2l yard overhoul perind in Secttly, the SE TICLE perticipated
in 2 anrhibious operoticn in Foverer and then deployed in Fcbm"r‘y‘ 1957
vith FTIEOE 3 for & fifth tevr to WESTR LC, hor ports of eall ircledirg
m:)bo, Kore, MNagasako, liong Kong and others, It was cuirg Morch of 1957
thet the SEIIOLE prrt:m.m{,ed in ')pcratlr*n DLAGYY FLTL '\t Wingelen Beay,
Tvzon, While et Chinhae, Korea in August of that yer tho ship denonstrated
asscult boat unloading cnd tectics for the ROK Maiines.

H¥pon retrning to the United States in Septenmbor 1657, the ST NLe was
transferred to TNIBROY 5. Shortly following this the shir was the setting
for the lavy Log Prod-ction " The Way of the Wraneell!,

Durine the first half of 1958 the SE IF"LT eopleted o~ two ©onth yord
overher L in San Preopeise~, in cddition to »ndergeing rigorous fefresher
traininy ond a;nphibj.ﬁus operctis naltreinirg pericds nrior to dr‘nloying to
W8 L0 with PHIBLK 5 on 172 June, for its sixth tour, During the cruoise
the ship visted Hokedote, Hobe, Snsobn,Ygkosuka,Yehohona ond Jrrrf Kong.
During Scptenber, the SEHIJMIE pnrt1e1p ted in ¢ eonbined 1and.113_; oxercise
off Korea with the ROK Mirines, and Iator nede six trips fron Japan to
Fornosa, She retrrned to Szn Diega 12 Dacember 1958,

During: the first half of 1959 the ST IR took wart in verious PHIDLEX
train:rs oporsticns in corjrneticn with the T,.S. Marines, and in April,
mode 2 threc-week trip e IHawaii. In fgust, she nede her =ixth trip to the

&

Alcskan zres, on & re-srpply run to the Priblof Islonds,




Ister in the year the ghip participated in operaticrs “Twin Pesks® o 1st
s s o n s . s
Harine Dicision land ing oxcreise off Canp Penddeton, Califernia,

Dering the months of Jemcry throveh April 1960 found the STATVOLE
in overheul in Son Diego, The overhavl wes described by :any s one of
the best drrine her long service with the Mavy, After corpleting refresher
training ~nd arphibisus operstiorel traning the SHITIIITE porticipated in
operaticn "Lonr Hovl®. This operation was cenducted off San Clemente Island
and wes the landing of o Merine Air Group in which the SEMY TE carried o lerge
arount of its oquipnent, ‘

Un the 72nd of Noverher she =ms undorusny for her scvepth WESTILC torr-
During her six nonths in WESTEAC the SE I IE visted the prris of Okinowa
Srsube, Nagoya, Yokosuka, snd British Crowm GColony of Hong Kong. The Sit L "LE
returned ¢ San Deigo in Jrly 1961, After completion of the leave and mplkeop
pericd, ST TE porticipated in "Opeveticn Sec Wall", an Arny problen off San
Juan Islend, Woshingt.r, in September 1961,

Dorirg the norths of October thro-ph Decenber, ST ITLE corploted lwa
interin yard overhaul in Bertlend, Oregom, 'pon corpletion of hor overtaul,
she returned to Sen Dicre, and during the period hetwoen Jammry end Jrne 1562
SUITIOLE undervent refreshor troning, anvhibicus refresher troimdng  ond
participated in Oporticrs "FOT S and FIELYCLY g,

On 11 Frne 1962 SF TIIF departed for her cighth WESTELC crumisc, At Fearl
Hoxbor she pardicipated in Operction FFTYIFG DISHY with tho 1lst Moxire Brigede,
Followirg Pearl, SIMIII visted Soigrn, South Viet Ion where she delivered the
Vietnanese vt tressrres thet had been op display in the V'nited States, In
appreacisticn for their rcturn, the Vicinenesc Scereh.vy of State for Hatinnol
Edncation presented the SHTID TT g besviifvtl Victncnese painting vwizich now hangs
in the SEIINIE Wardroen., Shortly after her Soigen visit, the SETICLE crow
acnded ¢ tosh provp thet tock the 3r d Merire Expoditionary Drisrde ondtof
Bangkck, Thailand, Other perts that Sie™T V7l: has vigted dvvine hor first 3
s optha in ST FiC ere, Svbic Bay, Fhilippires; Neha an? Breknor Bay, Ocdreve

csobs, Jopang end Hong Keng, DCC. At the tine of privting SEITI IE is pra.,
1}?&1'133”'5“‘ ‘_{1’51‘{: Iokosuke, Jap-,?n, ant follmwirg thet participote in Operativn

INIT BLTES with the 3rd Marine Divisisr irn Okinawc.

On 13 November the Seninole underwent a change of cormand when
Captain Robert W, Clark, USH of ficially relieved Caploin Iynn 5. Orser, USN.
Captain Clarkts previmus corpand vas that of 00 of the U.S, Navy's only officex
candidste school which in in Newport, R,I.Fearly 4 of the shin's officer's -
were conmissioned in Hewport dgring Captein Clari's temve of corrand.

During the nonth the Senincle elso woh the Covebed Cormnicrilors lmeellence
Award.

Ir Jamery of 1963 the ship besan various theses of underway trodiring, I
iarch she doperted for San Francisco whare she rerei. ed vntil Mey 3 for her
vard overharl period.

After petrrnire 4o San Diego, in Moy, the SET WE started winnng a marbe
of swords which gained rech prblicity throurhout the Heyy. In June the ship
wes ConPhibPac's rerresenztive in oll-fay HEY AWARD CONTEST (best food).

The noxrb movth the ship won the squodrons Perscniel Excellence Avard. In

Aug st the SETIROLE brcome the firast AXA ever bo win the CBnPhinfr: Pec

Merit Award (arphshiouns trabning). This was topped in Septenber hy the additic
of the rech sowght aftor Assualt Bost Awerd, Prescntly the ship is pore-
ticipebing in opevabicn Merit Dadse off Corp Pondalatan, Galifornia,
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HISTORY OF USS SEMINOLE (AKA 10%)

U35 SEMINOLE's keel was laid on 7 November 1944 at the
North Carolins Shipbullding Company's yard at Wilmington, North
Carolina. She was launched by the builders on 28 December 1944
as Maritime Commission hull 1703. 8he was commissioned on 8
March 1945, at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina. Lieu-
tenant Commander E. L. Bothwell, USN, assilstant to the Captain
of the Yard placed her in commission and Commander J. H. Budd,
USNR, assumed command, -

USS SEMINOCLE was named for a county in the state of Georgia,
Florida and QOklahoma. These countles took their name from the
Seminole Indian tribe that inhabit the south from Florida to
Oklahoma.

USS SEMINOLE, an auxlliary cargo attack vessel, attached
to the amphiblous forces, in cquipped for landing boats as well
as for cargo. She has boat davits on each side amidships, and
she ecan carry two LCM's on four of her five hatches. Bhe can
carry eight LCM's and elghteen LCVP landing craft.

One LCVP can be housed inside each LCM and one on each
davit. This, along with the five-inch gun on her fantail and
the several forty and twenty millimeter guns aboard her, gilves
her the ability to give a good account of herself in combat and
makes her an attaek cargo. -

The ship is propelled by a single screw powered vwith
General Electric turbincecs. A1l her winches are electric and her
large booms can 1ift a medium tank.

Following & brief shakedown crulse and a post shakedown
repailr period at the Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, US3
SEMINOLE seailed from Norfolk, Virginia laden with a vital cargo
destined for the Pacific Theatre. She salled in company with
USS MATHEWS, USS MANTA and US3 QUILLBACK for the Panama Canal .
and then on to Pearl Harbor, T. H. She arrived on 30 April 1945,
where all cargo was unloaded by 7 May.

After unloading, USS SEMINOLE loaded with "dummy" cargo
and embarked Marine assault troops for landing rehearsals. She
gsailed from Pearl Harbor to Malaesa Bay, Maui Island, T. H. where
the rehearsals were held. Her boats were lowered and the "dummy"
cargo was guickly unloaded as the Marines disembarked down cargo
nets into the waiting boats. Mock attacks were made against the
friendly beaches for several days. SEMINOLE then holsted her
boats and returned to Pearl Harbor.




- 2 - USS SEMINOLE (AKA 104)

The ship loaded her first cargo for combat troops and :
weighed anchor on 28 May 1945, for Eniwetok, Marshall Islands.
She arrived there on 6 June and took on provisions and fuel, then
got underway for the war-ravaged shores of Okinawa on 17 June.
She paused at Ulithi, Caroline Islands long enough to complete
loading cargo and then resumed her course, arriving at Okinawa
on 14 July.

Steaming southward from Okinawa on 6 August, USS SEMINOLE

dropped anchor at Ulithi, Caroline Islands on 10 August. After
three days she salled on to Pelellu, Palau Islands independently.
Upon her arrival at Peleliu her well-trained cargo handling
sailors "turned to" loading cargo destined for Tinian Island.
She got underway for Tinian with her holds bulging with supplies
for the occupation troops there, arriving on 30 August. She un-
loaded eighty-five per cent of her cargo and sailed for Guam on
1 September where she completed unloading.

On 4 September SEMINOLE started the long voyage from Guam
to Iloilo, Panay, Phillppinc Islands. There she embarked oc-
cupation troops and loaded their equlpment for Jinsen, Korea.
She steamed from Ilollo on 18 September for Jinsen and arrived
there on 25 September. On 1 October 1945 she salled for Leyte,
Philippine Islands arriving there on 6 October, After & brief
stop there, she continued on to Lingayen Gulf and back to Leyte
by 5 November. _

On 1 December USS: SEMINOLE got underway for Tsingtaso, China
where she arrived on 8 December. Departing Tsingtao on 3 Feb-
ruary, she arrived at Guam on the 9th. While in Guam the walcome
news of tle long voyage home was received and on 12 February, USS
SEMINOLE got underway for San Francisco, California. She ar-
rived at Pearl Harbor on 26 February 1946 and entered San
Francisco Bay on 2 March. She steamed to 3an Diego, arriving
there on T April 1946 and returned to San Francisco on 26 July
where she remained until 1 October 1946 for overhaul.

Arriving at San Diego again on 2 October, she made a series
of coastal voyages along the coast of California until 3 March
when she entercd the harbor at Port Hueneme, California. Here
she loaded cargo bound for Guam and sailed for that port on 11
March. She arrived at Guam on 28 March, unloaded her cargo and
on 17 April started her return voyage to SBan Franclsco.

With World War II over, and the vccupation forces of the
U. 8. scattered all over the vast Pacific, the demands for cargo
ships were still great. Thus US3 SEMINOLE settled down to the
dreary duty of training peacetime sailors in amphibious warfare
and effecting the transfer of cargo from the West Coast to Japan
proper.



- 3 - USS SEMINOLE (AKA 10%)

With her srrival back In San Francisco, she was further
routed to San Diego where she arrived on 10 May 1947. Several
weeks were spent in cargo handling rehearsals off the beaches
of Coronado, California and San.Clemente Island. The ship then
departed for Port Hueneme to load cargo for Polnt Barrow, Alaska.

This assignment extended every sailor to his utmost abllity
in seamanship and stamina. Only the year before "had the filrst
resupply expedition been attempted to this northern-most U. S,
outpost. This expedition matched men and ships against lce, wind,
time, and Artic fog. The northern coast is completely undharted;
moreover, the shore line 1s ever-changing because of the glacier-
like action of the Arctic ice pack working agalnst the beach
almost the year round.

At Point Barrow the Arctic Ocean remains a solld expanse
of hard-packed ice throughout the,K year except for a short and
uncertain period  in midsummer. When, because of favorable winds
and currents, the heavy ice pack recedes during that short period,
it 1s possible for ships to dash through the ice to the northern
stations.

Here the ships must be prepared to clear the area in a
hurry if the paek moves in because of a change in prevalling
winds. The ice 1s capable of locking a vessel tight in its grasp
and crushing a ship's hull.

Arriving at Point Barrow on 7 August, aiter a qulet voyage,
USS SEMINOLE commenced unloading her cargo at once. No piers
could be built there because of ice floes and all cergo had to
be unloaded from pontoon barges and landing craft of the LCM and
LCVP types onto a steeply sloping beach. This operation was
made even more dangerous by the fact that the water 1is so cold
that to anyone falling overboard, the 1lcy shock could mean al-
most instant death.

SEMINOLE sailed from Point Barrow enroute to Ice Cape to
complete her unloading on 13 August and arrived the Same day.
Here she quickly lowered her landing boats and landed the re-
maining cargo. She sailed for San Diego on 15 August having
left a complete load of vital supplies in Alaske in only soven
days.,

This rapid unloading was largely made possible by the long days
of “the Arctic regilon during their "Summer"”, as each day has
about 23 Hours of daylight. The remaining hour isn't very dark
and the ship's crew san work around the clock without being
hindered by darkness or "forced" to get a good night's sleep.

Departing Icy Cape on 15 August, SEMINOLE sailgd for San
Diego where she arrived on 24 August 1947. She remained in the
San Diego, California area until 8 May 1948. On that date she
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departed for Pearl Harvor for & yard overhaul. She arrived in
Pearl Harbor on 15 May and departed 28 July for San Francisco,
California where she arrived on 3 August. She sailed on down
the coast on 12 August arriving at S8an Diego the following day.

SEMINOLE remained in the San Diego area holding meneuvers
off San Clemente Island and Qceanslde, California until .10 Jan-
wary 1949. On that date she departed for Bangor, Washington,
arriving on 1% January. On 19 February 1949 she departed for
Keelung Harbor, Formosa via the northern Great Cilrcle route.
Spending 24 days at sea, this voyage was highlighted by contin-
uoug heavy seas with swells reaching 70 feet from trough to crest.
SEMINOLE, while weathering the gtorm, still suffered severe .
damage.

The packing around the drive shaft was beaten out early in
the voyage and though pumps were immediately put into use, the
wvater could not be pumped out as fast as 1t was coming in. To
add to the captain's woes, somcone left the hatch to the boat-
swaln's locker cpen and SEMINOLE immediately obliged by ducking
under a glant ground swell. With all avallable pumps going to
keep the stern afloat, she now had a "cargo" of seawater in her
bow. :

The wunrelenting storm took no pains to relleve a worried
crevw and a few nights later the saillors in the second division
were almost knocked from their bunks as something hit the star-
board side of the ship aft. Rumors ran wild until the noise wvas
Anvestigated and many sighs of relief were breathed as the nolse
was found to be the starboard boat boom which had broken loose
and was svwinging freely against the side. As the sea was too
rough to secure the boom, it had to be cut loose. OSEMINOLE still
wasn't through. Giving the creow -barely enough time to return to
their bunks, the hatchcover on number three hatch was torn loose
by the driving winds. Again the crew was sent to their stations
for a two hour wrestling match with 60 square feet of canvas.

On 1% March USS SEMINOLE arrived at Keelung Harbor and
docked starboard side to the Nationalist China warehouse. As the
vwenchmen began tossing glant loads of cargo onto the dock, engi-
noers worked frantically to pump the ship dry. By shifting
ballast forward, the stern was railsed high enough to repack the
shaft. Then the ballast was shifted back to normal and the boat-
swain locker was pumped dry. So it was, on 20 March, U333
SEMINOLE departed Formosa for & guiet, calm voyage to Guam, where
she arrived on 24 March.

At Guan, a merine battalion was loaded along with their
equipment which included a few medium tanks. SEMINOLE departed
Guem on 27 March and sailled for San Diego, California where she
arrived on 13 April. The return voyage was a&s smooth as glass
with ldeal weather for a pleasont cruise, much to the relief of
the crew.




~ B - USS SEMINOLE (AKA 104)

Af'ter briel maneuvers in the Ban Diego area, SEMINOLE de-
parted for Port Hueneme, California, where she arrived on 21
June. Here she loaded cargo for the Point Barrow Resupply Bx-
pedition once more. Bailing up the West Coast to San Francisco
on 25 June, she topped off her fuel bunkers and on 30 June, de-
parted for Beattle, Washington to await the breaking up of the
ice In the Arctic region. 3he departed Seattle on 26 July and
arrived at Point lay, Alaska on U4 August. She remained there
until 7 August when she salled for Point Batrow to complete un-
loading. The ship was unloaded by 8 August and she departed on
that day for Port Hueneme, California where she arrived on 18
August only to steam on down to San Diego. 3She arrived there the
same day and remained until 12 September 1949 at which time she
sailed for Olympia, Washington. Arriving there on the 16th she
remained untll the 19th of September when she departed for Tacaaa,
Washington arriving there the same day.

USS SEMINOLE departed Tacoma on 20 September 1949 for Korea
and has operated between there and the west coast of the Unilted
States since. She 1is a unit of the Pacific Fleet Amphiblous
Force, active. _ '

USS SEMINOLE (AKA 104) earned the China Service Medal from
7 December 1945 to 4 February 1946.

E R R

STATISTICS

- LENGTH . 459 feet
BEAM 63 feet
3FEED 17 knots
DISPLACEMENT 6,820 tons

* % ¥ X ¥ ¥

Complled: November 1951
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